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1863.] chase's HELLAS. 581 

Our readers need not that we repeat from our former notices the claims 
of this edition to be regarded as superior to all others in completeness 
and correctness, or its merits on the score of typography and mechani- 
cal execution. The fifth volume contains the closing portion of the 
Natural History, several of the Latin treatises, and the New Atlantis, 
which, apart from its worth as embalming the social and ethical optimism 
of the times and the man, is of special interest as exhibiting the poetic 
and imaginative side of Bacon's mental character. 



27. — Legends of Charlemagne ; or, Romance of the Middle Ages. By 
Thomas Bulfinch, Author of " The Age of Fable," " The Age of 
Chivalry," etc. Boston : J. E. Tilton & Co. 1863. 12mo. pp. 373. 

These legends are of hardly less importance, in a literary point of 
view, than the classic mythology. Besides having been reproduced in 
various forms and in every generation, they are constantly the subjects 
of allusion and reference, so that some acquaintance with them is 
essential to every person who desires to understand all that he is likely 
to read. Yet hitherto there has been no easily accessible manual of 
this mediasval mythology, and our knowledge of it has been acquired in 
miscellaneous ways, and by slow and uncertain stages. The want 
which was thus felt, though unexpressed, Mr. Bulfinch has supplied. 
His book has the double merit of being at once a manual of instruction 
in its own department of literature, and a rich collection of romances 
charmingly narrated. It bears the characteristics which his books 
must needs bear, — conscientious accuracy, pure taste, symmetrical and 
graceful finish. His moral nature would not let him do anything with 
less than his best ability, and his ability is that of an accomplished 
scholar, a true poet in conception and fancy, (though we know not 
whether he has ever written verse,) and a writer of exquisite refine- 
ment and delicacy of thought and expression. The publishers have 
issued this book in a form and style worthy of its merits, and have 
enriched it with well-executed engravings and wood-cuts. We are 
glad to learn that the same publishers have issued in a similar style of 
beauty a new edition of Mr. Bulfinch's "Age of Fable." 



28. — Hellas, her Monuments and Scenery. By Thomas Chase, 
M. A. Cambridge: Sever and Francis. 1863. 16mo. pp. 220. 

This is a scholar's itinerary in Greece, and it verifies the formula 
which we have repeatedly enunciated as applicable to all books of travel, 
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